Warbler Place Urban Village

WHAT IS NEW URBANISM
ANYWAY?

The Congress For New Urbanism is a global movement initiated by Andres Duany, Elizabeth PlaterZyberk and later, Jeff Speck. These founders sought to understand the evolution of
neighbourhoods and real estate developments, and with a focus on healthy, vibrant communities
they actively advocate for a return to the traditional neighbourhood with an approach called “New
Urbanism”.
But what, you may ask, is a traditional neighbourhood design? You might look to any downtown to
realize some of its core tenets, like: high density residential (lots of houses on a smaller physical
space), traffic-calmed streets, commercial and residential zoning, place-making elements like art
and design, wide and walkable sidewalks, the implementation of green spaces and tree-lined
streets and inner city parks within these otherwise urban jungles.

Warbler Place Urban Village
New Urbanism aids Climate Change,
Population Growth:
The return to the traditional
neighbourhood is not a call to revert
back to archaic times, but instead, the
opposite. The return to these
traditional neighbourhood types does
so much of what we need in a
climate-sensitive time: it promotes
walking to shops and other amenities,
it promotes the use of public
transportation and thus reduces
traffic and the need for commuting
(thereby reducing carbon emissions
from vehicles), it opts for maximizing
the best design on limited space, it
aids communities in meeting their
population growth requirements
without the need for sprawling into
otherwise agricultural or green lands.
Diversity over Homogeneity

One of the unique features of traditional
downtown neighbourhoods is the mix of
architectural forms. Houses, apartments,
condos, storefronts, restaurants, city
buildings and civic/public spaces add to
the diversity and fabric of any one city.
Various forms of housing are suitable for
different demographics. Unlike suburbia,
where most homes are single family
houses with lots of excess space, a new
urbanist home aims to suit various
demographics — like singles, retirees or
seniors and/or families — coming in all
shapes and sizes.

The Rise and Fall of Suburbia:
It was post-WWII that the major mark
of success was aligned to buying a car
and getting a house in the suburbs.
While this was the goal of so many
people, it might not be a surprise to
hear that suburbs across North
America also tend to look very similar.
Suburbs can be a homogenizing
factor and contribute to the erasure
of distinction and place-making. But,
not
only
are
suburban
neighbourhoods
all-toocommonplace throughout North
America, their very design creates
negative environmental and social
consequences: the need for not just
one, but two family cars to function
because walking to stores is too
challenging.
As
communities
inevitably grow in size, the suburban
design contributes to congested
roads, rush hour, and yes, more
vehicular accidents.

For example, would a city be better off
building a single family house on a 50X50
plot of land where they can only claim
taxes for one home, or would the city be
better to intensify and build 6 or 7 new
homes and gain taxes from each of them?
Increasing density benefits the city’s tax
base and it allows for renewed municipal
infrastructure. Beyond the direct benefit
of intensification to cities is the direct
benefit to local business owners. Where
there are more residents there are more
opportunities for traffic and more sales.
Many of the concepts for this blog post
were acquired from Suburban Nation, The
Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the
American Dream by authors Andres
Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk and Jeff
Speck.

Dense Cores Boost Economic Health
of Cities:
Infrastructure
is
a
major
consideration when intensifying the
population capacity within a given
urban boundary. Many sewers and
other municipal services are ripe for
getting renewed when new buildings
are erected. More houses within a
given boundary also makes financial
sense for cities, too.

FOR QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT, PLEASE REACH OUT
TO INFO@ELEVATELIVING.CA.

